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With grateful thanks.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Ross Bradshaw, Chairman, PEFC UK
It gives me great pleasure to introduce our 16th Annual Report. Well, 2020 turned
out to be a year that none of us saw coming. The world as we knew it changed
completely within a matter of weeks. The way we work, live, travel and do business
required us to adapt and adapt quickly. Like everyone else, we had to find new
ways of working and staying connected, to our members, stakeholders and to
our PEFC colleagues around the globe. But these new challenges brought new
opportunities and so 2020 was the year PEFC UK went virtual.

As a membership organisation, supporting our members is
a very important part of our remit and one of the Board’s
key functions is to ensure that our members’ interests are
well represented. We are constantly striving to meet those
expectations.
PEFC’s standards lie at the heart of our programme but in
the midst of a pandemic, which severely restricted travel and
interaction with others, solutions had to be found. So, we
introduced remote auditing protocols to enable certification
to continue. However, remote audits were not always feasible
and we therefore allowed the period that a certificate was
valid to be extended. In addition, to make life easier for
certification bodies and those being audited, we extended the
transition period for our revised 2020 standards. As a result,
the transition date for the new standards is now 14th August
2022. After this, all audits will be against the 2020 standards.
So, depending on when your audit is due, you will have until
14th August 2023 to become compliant.
Despite the challenges that 2020 presented, PEFC’s
membership continued to grow. Turkey and Bosnia
Herzegovina joined as members and Finnish forest industries
giant, UPM Kymmene Corporation, became PEFC’s 31st
international stakeholder member. Vietnam achieved PEFC
endorsement for its national forest certification system and
Thailand for its Chain of Custody standard. More than 300
million hectares of forests around the world continue to be

certified to PEFC’s internationally recognised Sustainability
Benchmarks. These certified forests are supplying more
than 20,000 Chain of Custody certified companies with
responsibly sourced timber and other forest products.
In the UK, while we missed engaging with our members in
person, going virtual turned out to have its advantages.
It meant that we were able to reach more of our members
and stakeholders than ever before. Our quarterly on-line
training webinars on the revised 2020 standards proved very
popular, with members commenting how useful they were.
Similarly, our timber CPDs for built environment professionals
drew many more participants than previous ‘in person’ events.
We also partnered with our colleagues at PEFC International
on a webinar focusing on recyclable, renewable and
responsibly sourced paper-based packaging. More than 500
people from 29 countries tuned in to learn more about the
assurances that PEFC-certified packaging offers. As a paper
industry professional, it also gave me immense personal
satisfaction to see retailers and brand owners continue to
replace plastic packaging with innovative paperboard solutions.
Sadly, the pandemic meant that PEFC Ireland didn’t
get to host PEFC Week in Dublin after all. However,
COVID-permitting, they will be hosting PEFC’s Annual
Members’ meeting in May 2022. So, hopefully there will be
opportunities for our members to meet the global PEFC
family at the Stakeholder Dialogue which will be held on
Thursday 12th May. I very much hope that many of you will
be able to join us.
As ever, special thanks to the many individuals and
organisations that enabled us to achieve as much as we did
during a difficult year. We are particularly grateful for the
ongoing support of the Finnish Forest Foundation. I would also
like to record my appreciation to my fellow Board members
for the time they have devoted to our affairs. We are fortunate
indeed to benefit from the wealth of expertise and experience
they bring to the organisation. Finally, I would like to thank
the PEFC UK team of Alun Watkins, Tracey Reeve, Sarah
Gascoigne and Hilary Khawam for all their
hard work in what has been a very
challenging year.
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MEMBER ENGAGEMENT

Member Engagement
Our members demonstrate their support for a sustainable future for the world’s forests by
investing in Chain of Custody certification for the wood-based products they trade in. It is their
support which enables PEFC to grow the global certified forest area year on year. We recognise
and value this investment and are keen to do all we can to help them promote their PEFC
credentials. Before COVID, this meant trying to meet as many as possible to learn what more
we could do to support them. While the global pandemic put paid to any in-person meetings
in 2020, this did not mean that our support for members ceased. Like the rest of the world, we
quickly adapted and Zoom became our new normal. This new way of working proved to be a
positive development as it meant more members were able to join our on-line events.

Training
PEFC Essentials
In response to growing demand for training on our global
forest certification programme, our colleagues at PEFC
International developed a user-friendly, e-learning platform –
PEFC Essentials. Comprising six key learning modules, it is
offered free of charge to PEFC-certified companies.
The modules can be completed in either a single sitting –
taking about sixty minutes – or a module at a time.
This training package has been primarily developed for Chain
of Custody administrators and the sales/marketing teams
of companies around the globe trading in PEFC-certified
products. Although the training package is free, access is
controlled by license. If you think your colleagues or customers
could benefit from more information on the PEFC programme,
visit the website to find out more: https://bit.ly/37Pqa1P

Stakeholder Workshops
PEFC’s revised Chain of Custody ST 2002 and PEFC
Trademarks ST 2001 standards were endorsed in
February 2020. Since then, we have been running
regular workshops to train our members on them.
Workshop participants typically include Chain of Custody
administrators, marketing and salespeople from certified
companies as well as end users such as retailers,
contractors and brand owners. All PEFC-certified
companies must comply with the new standards by
August 2023. In the past, we’ve held regional workshops
around the UK, but post-COVID, they have moved on-line.
We were glad to see that this switch has enabled more of
our members to take up this free training and delighted
that feedback from the workshops has been very positive.
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Promotional Tools
Next Generation Label Generator
As the new 2020 PEFC Trademarks Rules standard
is implemented, we are introducing PEFC’s new
label generator. This enables certified companies
to generate labels which comply with the revised
Trademark Rules standard.
The TM symbol is no longer required to be displayed
alongside the PEFC logo or initials. New label
messages give end user companies such as retailers,
more options to communicate their commitment to
using PEFC-certified products. It also offers a range of
new features which make it easier for trademark users
to apply the PEFC label. PEFC trademark users gain access to the label generator once they have been assessed against the new
standards and have signed a new PEFC trademarks usage license. The label generator will become mandatory for the creation of
all PEFC labels. The old label generator will remain online until all trademark users have moved across to the new version.

Helping Our Members Promote Their PEFC Credentials
Share Your Success –
Industry Case Studies

NEW PRODUCTS
Packaging designers respond to consumer demand

Quality counts when
it comes to bagasse

We have long recognised that one of the best
ways to bring alive the importance of certified
forests is to feature examples of the products
which come from them. We are therefore
always keen to work with members on case
studies which showcase certified products
on our website, in trade press features and
in our newsletters. We particularly welcome
stories about innovative products which
provide environmentally-friendly alternatives to
materials such as plastic and concrete. You can
find a range of case studies on our website.
If you have a certified, innovative, wood-based
product that you think we should feature please
drop us a line at: info@pefc.co.uk

Despite competitors dropping the
weight of their bagasse offering in
order to keep prices down, Herald
continues to present a stronger
product, ensuring its customers can
maintain the supply of a premium
choice to takeaways and fast food
outlets around the UK. The disposables
manufacturer and supplier is resolute
in its commitment to supplying only
the best quality bagasse products.
Managing director of Herald,
Yogesh Patel explains: “It’s a false
economy to provide customers with
anything but stock of a substantial
weight as you run the risk of affecting
the final food offering and jeopardising
the opportunity for repeat business.
“These disposables are used for a
wide variety of hot dishes and sauces.
If the container isn’t heavy enough,
the heat of the food will break the
packaging down running the risk of
accidents and spillages and spoiling
the overall enjoyment of the meal. The
preferred option should always be to
go with quality in order to give the
end-user the best experience.”
Herald’s bagasse selection forms
part of its biodegradable product
range and includes square, round
and rectangle plates, in varying sizes,
along with bowls, containers and hot
boxes. The latter particularly appeal
to the food to go market and those
who supply to takeaway and fast food
outlets (call 0208 507 7900 or visit
www.heraldplastic.com).

There has been a marked increase in
demand for renewable, recyclable and
responsibly sourced solutions as consumers
are becoming more aware of the impact
of single-use plastics on the planet. A 2020
Two Sides Survey on European packaging
preferences, found that paperboard
packaging is favoured by consumers as
being better for the environment and
considered easier to recycle and home
compost.
So, how can those in the convenience
packaging sector make smarter packaging
decisions, reduce their reliance on fossilbased materials and cut their carbon
emissions? Switching to PEFC certified
paper-based packaging can help. Certified
packaging provides assurances that the
raw material (wood fibre) is sourced from
renewable and sustainable forests that
actually store carbon.
International paper manufacturer,
Arjowiggins, has responded to the
challenge of replacing unnecessary plastic
by introducing a translucent barrier
paper which can be applied in two key
Food2Go categories – sandwich skillets

and sealed snack bags. Sylvicta® paper is a
groundbreaking new sustainable alternative
to plastic which uses PEFC-certified wood
pulp as its raw material. It is fully recyclable,
offers a high oxygen barrier, high aroma
barrier and high oil and grease barrier and it
can be made heat sealable, making it a direct
replacement for plastic food bags.
The principal raw material in Sylvicta®
is the cellulose fibres drawn from PEFCcertified wood pulp, so customers can rest
assured that not only are the raw materials
sourced from responsibly managed
forests, but after use, their packaging can
be disposed of responsibly as Sylvicta® is
fully recyclable and biodegradable (visit
https://www.pefc.co.uk/markets-for-pefc/
packaging-print-paper/).

rangeRecyclable
liquid eggand
Renewable,
Responsibly Sourced

Caterline delivers new online site
As the UK economy find its feet following the huge impact of Covid and Brexit,
Caterline Ltd, the Manchester based manufacturer of catering disposables have
come up with a way to make their products more accessible to customers.
With a lot of companies facing growing financial restraints as they try to repay
debts and loans accumulated during lockdown, Caterline noticed that many
customers were placing smaller orders more frequently in an effort to preserve
their beleaguered cash flows.
This growing trend of customers ordering stock on a ‘just in time’ basis was
creating additional pressure on the business as the reduced lead times and lack of forecasting
was making production planning extremely difficult and leading to inefficiencies.
In response to these challenges Caterline have launched their new on-line store at www.
caterline.net to give customers access to a great range of catering products with 48-hour
delivery and an option to join the Caterline Club to receive discounts and loyalty offers (call
0161 727 6356, or visit www.caterline.net).

Dodman Limited have supplied a major producer of prepacked sandwiches with an automated
solution to reduce manual tasks and improve the accuracy of adding stuffing for sandwiches
The stuffing required careful handling as it
consolidated easily, and it was important
to distribute on each slice of bread, evenly,
accurately and without spillage.
The new unit is able to handle the sticky,
cohesive stuffing mix reliably and accurately.
A smooth inclined belt feeder that worked
with a profiled plough to regulate the flow of
stuffing from a small manually filled hopper.
A scarfed tray distributed the flow of stuffing
evenly across the bread slice.

BritishPackaging
free
PEFC Certified
–

The Dodman AccuVibe replaced
the need for four operators across two
shifts. The accuracy of each deposit of
stuffing was within +/- 1.5 grams reducing
overfeed, with minimum overspill. It can
be redeployed on any production line
and used on a variety of products. The
unit is simple to use, autonomous and
exceedingly easy to clean
(call 01553 774755 or visit
www.dodman.com).

Look for the label
Range Farm Liquid Egg products are produced from fresh free
range, British eggs. Available as Whole Egg, Egg Whites and Yolk
PEFC – Programme
the Endorsement
Forest Certification
supplied infor
pallecons,
BIB and of
cartons.
To start cooking with ease,
call 01249 732221 or email Adrian.Blyth@stonegate.co.uk
Discover
more at www.pefc.co.uk

62 September 2021 www.sandwichandfoodtogonews.co.uk

PEFC_UK_Food_To_Go_A4_PRINT_2021.indd 1

20/08/2021 13:47

Promotional Materials
To help members promote their investment in certification, we also provide a wide
range of printed, digital and web-based materials – all free of charge. These are
designed to suit all aspects of our members and stakeholders’ areas of interest,
including posters, brochures, sector-specific publications, handy factsheets and
video content. These tools can be viewed in the members area of our website:
www.pefc.co.uk/members/certified-members
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Market Engagement
Promoting the assurances that PEFC certification brings to forest products remains a key
objective for the PEFC UK team. The Board allocates a third of our annual income to this crucial
area of our work. The PEFC brand is increasingly recognised in the UK marketplace, providing
added value to the companies who have invested in certification and are helping secure a
sustainable future for the world’s forests. As with our outreach to members, all of our market
engagement work was delivered on-line last year. Although nothing can replace meeting people
face-to-face, switching to virtual alternatives enabled us to reach far more stakeholders.

Forestry
Trees Outside Forest Standard
PEFC UK, with the assistance of a small working group,
is developing a standard for the certification of Trees
Outside Forests (ToF), specifically for trees growing
in an urban environment. This will be an appendix to
our current national sustainable forest management
scheme, which is the UK Woodland Assurance Standard
(UKWAS). UKWAS has been adapted, with the consent
of the UKWAS Steering Group, to meet the requirements
of the ToF Appendix in the PEFC International SFM
standard (PEFC ST 1003: 2018). The draft standard will
be independently assessed this year and used as a National Pilot Scheme until fully endorsed in 2023. We hope it will eventually
become an independently certified benchmark for councils and local authorities throughout the UK to manage the trees in their care.

Packaging
Helping Deliver Sustainable Packaging Solutions
Consumers around the world are changing their shopping habits to help reduce the environmental impact of their purchases.
They are increasingly searching for packaging which is renewable, recyclable and responsibly sourced. With plastic packaging
accounting for 50% of global plastic waste, it’s hardly surprising that retailers and brand owners are switching to paper-based
alternatives. Last summer, we partnered with our colleagues at PEFC International on a webinar designed to highlight the
benefits of PEFC-certified packaging. The event stressed the importance of
specifying certified packaging for the health of our forests and
the people living and working in them, as well as biodiversity
and the world’s climate. More than 500 participants from 39
countries, including retailers, brand owners and the companies
which supply them, joined the webinar.
One top UK brand leading the way is Thatchers.
By introducing innovative, PEFC-certified, duo-wing,
cardboard packs to enclose multipacks of its best-selling
canned ciders, the company estimates that it has been able
to prevent 20 million plastic rings from being discarded in
the last twelve months.

4
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Timber and Construction
Progressive Timber Design
Building with certified timber is good for our planet, our wellbeing and for our economy. Timber is THE renewable building
material. Compared to concrete, steel and aluminium, wood requires less energy in production and instead of emitting carbon, it
stores it. This means it has a crucial role to
play in helping the UK achieve its net zero
carbon emissions targets. As a material,
timber also has huge aesthetic appeal for
architects and designers. Built environment
professionals can play a central role in
responding to the climate emergency by
substituting carbon intensive materials with
responsibly-sourced timber. You can find
more inspiring examples of projects that have
used PEFC certified timber on our website.
You might be surprised to learn that even the
most functional of buildings – a motorway
service station – can be a thing of beauty.
www.pefc.co.uk/news-publications/
construction-case-studies/

Riverside Sunderland University Design Challenge
Recognising that today’s students are tomorrow’s built environment professionals, we were proud to sponsor this year’s
Riverside Sunderland University Design Challenge(#RSUDC21). This event provided an opportunity to deliver our Responsible
Timber Sourcing CPD to the next generation of specifiers. The competition winners were drawn from a group of more than
300 students from 39 universities and 27
interdisciplinary teams. They were selected after
a live judging event where students presented
their projects to an expert panel. The students
had been set the challenge of designing,
engineering and planning a three-bed family
home along with an indicative masterplan for
100 homes, which meet RIBA2030 Climate
Challenge targets. The competition showcased
some of the remarkable talent coming out of
UK universities and the possibilities of timber
as a low carbon building solution. All entries
can be found on the Confederation of Timber
Industries website: www.cti-timber.org

Wood for Good
PEFC UK is an active member of Wood for
Good, the timber industry’s campaign which
promotes the use of wood in design and
construction. We share their objective of making
wood the first-choice material for specifiers and
designers and are proud to feature a range of
case studies on our website where timber plays
a starring role. https://bit.ly/2YcgwF7
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PEFC Membership

National members represent PEFC
in
countries

55

PEFC Membership

324

million hectares
of forests globally

8 countries

We welcomed the ﬁrst certiﬁed
forest area in India – more than

are developing a PEFC
system or preparing to
apply for endorsement

certiﬁcation.
saw the biggest percentage increase
in PEFC-certiﬁed forest area, growing
almost 57% from 452,343 to 709,284
hectares, followed by Malaysia, growing
21% and Japan, growing 15%.

750,000

forest
owners

PEFC-certiﬁed forest area per country (as of 31 Dec. 2020)

rd

Brazil
Brazil
4,261,961
Chile
Chile
1,915,479
1,915,479
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Argentina
Argentina
301,852
301,852

4,261,961

French Guyana
French
(PEFCGuyana
France)
(PEFC
France)
2,425,034
2,425,034
Uruguay 549,406
Uruguay 549,406

Netherlands 3,247
Netherlands
3,247

Belgium 292,376
Belgium

Denmark
Denmark
294,344
294,344

Germany
Germany
8,050,000
France
8,050,000
France
5,685,552
5,685,552
Switzerland
Switzerland
214,522
214,522

Italy
Italy
876,238
876,238

Gabon
Gabon
596,822
596,822

Latvia
Latvia
Poland
Poland
1,722,843
1,722,843
7,155,637
7,155,637
Belarus
Belarus
8,655,400
8,655,400
Czech
Czech
Republic
Republic
1,795,701
1,795,701

Austria
Austria
3,283,695
3,283,695

Total:

324,587,605

hectares

2nd2nd

Malaysia
Malaysia
5,272,735
5,272,735
Indonesia
Indonesia
3,991,924
3,991,924

Australia
Australia
11,266,274
11,266,274

New Zealand 621,327
New Zealand 621,327

3rd3

Portugal
Portugal
306,129
306,129

Estonia
Estonia
1,295,989
1,295,989

Slovenia
Slovenia
292,200
292,200

USA(ATFS)
(ATFS)
USA
7,129,856
7,129,856

(SFI)
USAUSA
(SFI)
27,563,962
27,563,962
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Ireland
Ireland
443,100
443,100

Spain
Spain
2,423,362
2,423,362

1st1st

Luxembourg
Luxembourg 36,346

United
United
Kingdom
Kingdom
1,536,452
1,536,452

Russian
Russian
Federation
Federation
30,872,652
30,872,652

India 450,408
India 450,408
China 1,282,715
China 1,282,715

Finland
Finland
18,548,401
18,548,401

Sweden
Sweden
16,425,463
16,425,463

Republic of Korea 709,284
RepublicJapan
of Korea 709,284
2,163,337
Japan
2,163,337

Norway
Norway
7,380,750
7,380,750

Canada
Canada(CSA)
(CSA)
13,349,358
13,349,358

SlovakRepublic
Republic1,224,530
1,224,530
Slovak

Canada
(SFI)
Canada
(SFI)
121,920,941
hectares
121,920,941
hectares

More than

20,000 PEFC’s Chain of

PEFC members with
endorsed systems
PEFC members with
systems not endorsed yet
Countries where
chain of custody
certiﬁcates have been issued

Papua New Guinea 1

Papua New Guinea 1

Taiwan 6

Australia

Philippines 6

Sri Lanka 2

Vietnam 14

Thailand 20

Australia
203

Malaysia Malaysia
381
381
Singapore 23
Indonesia 38

Bulgaria 4

Hungary 22Hungary 22

Republic
Republic of Korea
28 of Korea 28

SingaporeMyanmar
23
1
IndonesiaThailand
38
20

nd

Austria Austria
531 531
Slovenia 73

Taiwan 6

2
Slovak
Slovak
Republic Republic
113
113Romania 32Romania 32

Croatia 12

Slovenia 73

Croatia 12

Liechtenstein 1

3rd

Italy Italy
762 762
Switzerland 63

3rd

2nd

1st

LiechtensteinMonaco
1
1

Monaco 1

Portugal
SpainSpain
Portugal
197 197 1,011
1,011

Switzerland 63

Argentina 15

Argentina 15

Chile Chile
79 79

1st

Brazil 33
Uruguay
6
Uruguay
6

Russian Federation 89

Czech Czech
Republic Republic
225
225

Japan
541

ChinaJapan
425 541

PhilippinesIndia
6 38

116
Poland Poland
204
204

425

Belarus
116

Sri Lanka 2

15
Lithuania 15Lithuania
Belarus

Vietnam 14

Luxembourg 20

Germany
Germany
1,736 1,736

Estonia
83
Latvia
91 China
Russian Federation 89
India 38Ukraine 3

104

Mexico
9 9
Mexico

Colombia
2
Colombia
2
EcuadorEcuador
1
1 Brazil 33

Estonia
83
Latvia
91

Denmark Denmark

233 233

Peru 22
Peru 22

Sweden
Finland Finland
208241
241

Myanmar 1

(PEFC(PEFC
CoC) CoC)

208

104

FranceFrance
certiﬁcates
2,0712,071
certiﬁcates

USA USA

Luxembourg 20

80

Ukraine 3

Canada
Canada
176 176

Norway
Norway Sweden
80

Netherlands
BelgiumBelgium Netherlands
470
470
280 280

Ireland 38

Ireland 38

PEFC chain of custody
Kingdom
certiﬁcates per country UnitedUnited
Kingdom
1,010
1,010
(as of 31 Dec. 2020)

North
Macedonia 1

12,372

North
Macedonia 1

203
Serbia 17 Bulgaria 4
Greece
Bosnia and Herzegovina 6
Cyprus 2Greece 7 Turkey 46 Turkey 46
Bosnia
and
Herzegovina
6
Lebanon 1Cyprus 2
Malta 1
Total:
New Zealand 27
Morocco 9
Israel 5
Lebanon 1
Malta 1
Tunisia 1
New Zealand 27
Morocco
9
Israel
5Bahrain 1
Egypt
3
chain of custody certiﬁcates
Tunisia 1
Egypt 3
Bahrain 1
Côte
d’Ivoire
1
United Arab Emirates 35
(including companies in groups – 20,000)
of Oman 1
Côte d’Ivoire 1Gabon 2
United Arab EmiratesSultanate
35Seychelles
South
Gabon
2 Africa 10
Sultanate
of Oman 1
1
Mauritius 2
South Africa 10
Seychelles 1
Mauritius 2
Serbia 1
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Governance
PEFC UK is a membership association which represents a broad range of stakeholder interests.
Every PEFC-certified company in the UK automatically becomes a member of the organisation
with full voting rights at the Annual General Meeting held in October.
Additionally, PEFC UK also counts organisations
which share our commitment to sustainable forest
management and responsible sourcing, amongst
its members. These include Timber Development
UK, the Paper and Board Association, the
Confederation of Paper Industries, the Wood Panel
Industries Federation and the Structural Timber
Association. The forestry sector is represented by
CONFOR, the Commonwealth Forestry and the
United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard
(UKWAS) as well as the Country Land & Business
Association.

PEFC UK Annual General Meeting

Ross
Bradshaw

Ross Bradshaw has worked in the
paper manufacturing industry for more
than thirty years. He began his career in
manufacturing by training as a paper maker
in Aberdeen. Working in heavy industry
while living in a rural setting, led to an early
interest in the effects of the paper making
industry on the environment and the positive
role it plays. He has worked with a number
of industry groups including the Paper
and Board Association and the Stationers’
Company, the City of London Livery
Company for the Communications and
Content industries, where he is a Liveryman.
He is also a Trustee of the New England
Trust, a West Sussex community woodland
project. Currently, Ross runs his own paper
agency business representing a number
of speciality paper mills from the USA and
Europe. He is PEFC UK’s longest serving
director having joined the Board in 2007.
8
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PEFC UK recognises the importance of having its
stakeholders’ views represented on its Governing
Board. We are fortunate enough to benefit from
the expertise of senior figures from a range of
sectors, including forestry and those trading in
forest products.

Steve
Cook

Steve Cook is the Product Improvement
& Innovation Manager for Willmott
Dixon Construction, one of the largest
privately-owned main contractors in
the UK. He has more than 30 years of
varied experience in the construction
industry having entered the industry
as an apprentice carpenter. Steve
joined the PEFC Board in 2013 and
is our lead for the construction sector.
During his time chairing the UK
Contractors Group (UKCG) Materials
Task Group, he led the development
of organisational policy to improve
the procurement of timber which was
adopted by its members. He is also
chairman of Grown in Britain, a not for
profit, industry-led and government
backed organisation which aims to
create a more sustainable future for the
UK’s woodlands and forests.

Julia
Griffin

Julia Griffin is Kingfisher’s Offer and
Sourcing team’s Group Wood and Paper
Specialist. Kingfisher Plc operates over
1,000 stores in eleven countries in Asia
and Europe. Its main retail brands are B&Q,
Castorama, Brico Dépôt and Screwfix.
Julia works with the Commercial, Quality
Assurance teams and suppliers to monitor
timber and forest products sourced by
the business to ensure they meet the
requirements of Kingfisher’s Wood and
Paper Policy. She is also responsible for
reporting performance to the Kingfisher
Board Network, B&Q Board and BM
TRADA for Chain of Custody. Julia has
been the timber expert in B&Q’s Social
Responsibility team for almost 15 years
and has first-hand experience of the
practicalities and challenges associated
with implementing and adhering to a
responsible timber sourcing policy.

Tom
Hallam

Tom Hallam is the Founder of Brand
Ethics Limited, a sustainability
consultancy that helps Brand Owners
and Retailers integrate better
into the low carbon and circular
economy. Brand Ethics provides
advice and expertise on how to
reduce the environmental and social
impacts of their supply chains.
Tom has spent fifteen years in the
paper and packaging industries in
environmental, market insight and
innovation roles with; BillerudKorsnäs,
DS Smith and UPM Kymmene with
a further five years’ experience in
consumer products with Reckitt
Benckiser.

Elisabeth
PiveteauBoley
Elisabeth Piveteau-Boley is UK &
Ireland Director at PiveteauBois,
one of France’s leading softwood
sawmillers and manufacturers of
timber solutions for the construction,
landscaping and energy sectors.
Elisabeth comes to the family
company with 20 years’ experience
in sales and business development
in the intellectual property and
scientific information markets, having
worked at industry leaders Thomson
Reuters, Lexis Nexis and Macmillan.
Her mission is to develop and grow
a customer base for its value-added
and commodity timber products in
the UK and Ireland, while raising
awareness of France, alongside
Austria, as Europe’s joint 4th biggest
softwood producer.

Simon
Hart

Simon Hart, FICFor, FRICS, Head of Forestry
Scotland at John Clegg and Co in Edinburgh.
Simon has over 30 years’ experience in the
forestry sector, mainly in commercial conifers.
His knowledge includes acquisitions, economic
appraisals, management and valuations.
He has also run group forest certification
schemes and sits on the UK Woodland
Assurance Standard Steering Group. In 2013,
Simon joined Egger Forestry to set up a forest
management division; a business that was sold
to RTS in 2019. Prior to Egger, Simon worked
for UPM Tilhill, mainly in forestry investment,
but since 2000 he also audited woodlands to
the UKWAS standard. He is a Fellow of both
the Institute of Chartered Foresters and RICS
and is a Registered Valuer.

John
Sanderson

John Sanderson is Head of
Environment, UK & Ireland for UPMKymmene, a global forest products
group with core businesses in
printing and specialty papers, label
materials, wood products and bio
fuels. John has worked exclusively
for UPM since graduating from the
University of Wales more than thirty
years ago with a degree in wood
science and forestry. An increased
focus on business responsibility
from UPM’s stakeholders has led to
an unprecedented increase in need
for transparency, commitment and
performance. John’s current role
provides sustainability support and
steering to UPM’s paper business,
as well as support for to their UK
operations and customers.

David
Leslie

David Leslie is joint Managing
Director of James Jones and Sons
Ltd, Scotland’s largest independent
sawmiller and one of the leading
suppliers of British timber in the UK.
He is responsible for the Group’s
roundwood procurement, co-products
and logistics as well as for the
company’s Northern sawmills at
Mosstodloch, Aboyne and Kirriemuir.
In addition to his PEFC role, David is
a board member of Confor, a board
member of SIRT (The Strategic
Integrated Research in Timber), a
member of EGTTS (Expert Group
on Timber Trade Statistics) and the
Institute of Chartered Foresters.

Rob
Shaw

Rob Shaw FICFor, CMIOSH, a
graduate of Aberdeen University,
has over 30 years’ experience in UK
and International Forestry. He has
worked in Certification since 1998,
serving on the UKWAS Steering
Group, and developing Certification
and delivering audits and training
in countries such as Chile, Latvia,
Slovakia, Ireland, China, Portugal
and Japan. A qualified Forest
Management, Chain of Custody
Auditor and Trainer, he is currently
Forestry Technical Manager and
H&S Advisor at Soil Association
Certification. He is also Chair of
the Technical Committee of the
Sustainable Biomass Programme.
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ACCOUNTS

Audited accounts for
year ending 31st December 2020
Directors
The directors shown below have held
office during the whole of the period
from 1 August 2019 to the date of
this report.

Mr R N Bradshaw
Mrs J Griffin
Mr R Shaw
Mr J A Sanderson
Mr D S Leslie
Mr S Cook
Mr S Hart
Ms E Piveteau-Boley
Mr T Hallam

Statement of directors’
responsibilities
The directors are responsible for
preparing the Report of the Directors
and the financial statements in
accordance with applicable law and
regulations. Company law requires
the directors to prepare financial
statements for each financial year.
Under that law the directors have
elected to prepare the financial
statements in accordance with
United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice (United
Kingdom Accounting Standards and
applicable law). Under company law
the directors must not approve the
financial statements unless they are
satisfied that they give a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the
company and of the surplus or deficit
of the company for that period. In
preparing these financial statements,
the directors are required to:
• select suitable accounting policies
and then apply them consistently;
• make judgements and accounting
estimates that are reasonable and
prudent;
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• prepare the financial statements on
the going concern basis unless it is
inappropriate to presume that the
company will continue in business.
The directors are responsible for
keeping adequate accounting
records that are sufficient to
show and explain the company’s
transactions and disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the
financial position of the company
and enable them to ensure that the
financial statements comply with the
Companies Act 2006. They are also
responsible for safeguarding the
assets of the company and hence
for taking reasonable steps for the
prevention and detection of fraud and
other irregularities

Statement as to disclosure of
information to auditors
So far as the directors are aware,
there is no relevant audit information
(as defined by Section 418 of the
Companies Act 2006) of which the
company’s auditors are unaware, and
each director has taken all the steps
that he or she ought to have taken
as a director in order to make himself
or herself aware of any relevant audit
information and to establish that the
company’s auditors are aware of that
information.

Auditors
The auditors, MMG Archbold CA,
will be proposed for re-appointment
at the forthcoming Annual General
Meeting.

Report of the Independent Auditors
to the Members of PEFC UK
Limited – Opinion
We have audited the financial
statements of PEFC UK Limited (the
‘company’) for the period ended 31
December 2020 which comprise
the Income Statement, Balance

Sheet and Notes to the Financial
Statements, including a summary of
significant accounting policies. The
financial reporting framework that
has been applied in their preparation
is applicable law and United Kingdom
Accounting Standards, including
Financial Reporting Standard 102
‘The Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of
Ireland’ (United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice).
In our opinion the financial
statements:
• give a true and fair view of the
state of the company’s affairs as
at 31 December 2020 and of its
surplus for the period then ended;
• have been properly prepared in
accordance with United Kingdom
Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice; and
• have been prepared in accordance
with the requirements of the
Companies Act 2006.

Basis for opinion
We conducted our audit in
accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs
(UK)) and applicable law. Our
responsibilities under those standards
are further described in the Auditors’
responsibilities for the audit of the
financial statements section of
our report. We are independent of
the company in accordance with
the ethical requirements that are
relevant to our audit of the financial
statements in the UK, including
the FRC’s Ethical Standard and
we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with
these requirements. We believe that
the audit evidence we have obtained
is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going
concern
We have nothing to report in respect
of the following matters in relation
to which the ISAs (UK) require us to
report to you where:
• the directors’ use of the going
concern basis of accounting in
the preparation of the financial
statements is not appropriate; or
• the directors have not disclosed
in the financial statements any
identified material uncertainties
that may cast significant doubt
about the company’s ability to
continue to adopt the going
concern basis of accounting for a
period of at least twelve months
from the date when the financial
statements are authorised for
issue.

Matters on which we are required
to report by exception
In the light of the knowledge and
understanding of the company and its
environment obtained in the course
of the audit, we have not identified
material misstatements in the Report
of the Directors.
We have nothing to report in respect
of the following matters where the
Companies Act 2006 requires us to
report to you if, in our opinion:
• adequate accounting records have
not been kept, or returns adequate
for our audit have not been
received from branches not visited
by us; or
• the financial statements are not
in agreement with the accounting
records and returns; or
• certain disclosures of directors’
remuneration specified by law are
not made; or

• we have not received all the
information and explanations we
require for our audit; or
• the directors were not entitled to
prepare the financial statements
in accordance with the small
companies regime and take
advantage of the small companies’
exemption from the requirement
to prepare a Strategic Report or
in preparing the Report of the
Directors.

Responsibilities of directors
As explained more fully in
the Statement of Directors’
Responsibilities, the directors are
responsible for the preparation of
the financial statements and for
being satisfied that they give a true
and fair view, and for such internal
control as the directors determine
necessary to enable the preparation
of financial statements that are free
from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error. In preparing the
financial statements, the directors
are responsible for assessing the
company’s ability to continue as
a going concern, disclosing, as
applicable, matters related to going
concern and using the going concern
basis of accounting unless the
directors either intend to liquidate
the company or to cease operations,
or have no realistic alternative but to
do so.

with ISAs (UK) will always detect a
material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud
or error and are considered material
if, individually or in the aggregate,
they could reasonably be expected
to influence the economic decisions
of users taken on the basis of these
financial statements.
A further description of our
responsibilities for the audit
of the financial statements is
located on the Financial Reporting
Council’s website at www.frc.org.
uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This
description forms part of our Report
of the Auditors.
Derek Grant MA (Hons) CA
(Senior Statutory Auditor)
for and on behalf of
MMG Archbold Ltd
Statutory Auditor
Chapelshade House
78-84 Bell Street
Dundee
DD1 1RQ

Auditors’ responsibilities for the
audit of the financial statements
Our objectives are to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether
the financial statements as a whole
are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error, and to
issue a Report of the Auditors that
includes our opinion. Reasonable
assurance is a high level of
assurance, but is not a guarantee that
an audit conducted in accordance
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Income and Expenditure
Income and Expenditure Account for the period
1st August 2019 to 31st December 2020

		
2020
2019
Turnover		
£664,576
£487,261
Administrative expenses		
Other operating income		

£629,312
£35,264

£462,726
£24,535

Operating Surplus		

£110,299

£24,535

Interest receivable and similar income		

£262

£146

Surplus before taxation		

£110,561

£24,681

Tax on surplus		

£21,021

£4,718

Surplus for the Financial Period		

£89,540

£19,963

Breakdown of expenditure
for the year ended
31st December 2020

29%

Marketing Communications
and Consultancy

35%

Office Rent, Salaries
and IT

20%

PEFC Council Fees

2%

7%

Meetings

Other

4%

N.B. These figures cover a
17 month accounting period.
The Board agreed to align PEFC UK’s
accounting year with the calendar year.
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Sponsorship and
Subscriptions

3%

Travel, Subsistence
and Sundry Expenses

PEFC INTERNATIONAL UPDATE

Ben Gunneberg
CEO/Secretary General,
PEFC international
2020 began with a bang. The pandemic caught us all off-guard at the beginning
of the year, turning our way of working, interacting, meeting and living upside
down. While in-person meetings, audits and training had been key to our work
before, 2020 challenged us to adapt and change the way we operate.

But while 2020 without a doubt had its challenges, it turned
out on the whole to be a highly successful year for the
PEFC alliance – a year of growth, development and new
opportunities.
The ‘new normal’ brought many fresh and innovative ways
of working together, staying in touch, and moving forward
through a range of novel technological approaches, such as
remote auditing.
The PEFC alliance continued to grow, as we welcomed
three new members into the family, and saw endorsements
of national systems and initial audits in several countries.
We kept driving innovation and unlocking new opportunities
with the approval of three revised standards, that will further
strengthen PEFC’s Sustainability Benchmarks.
Despite all the social and physical distancing around the
globe, 2020 saw enhanced collaboration between members

in various regions. This ranged from new working groups
to the first regional forest management system being
submitted to PEFC for endorsement. Cameroon, Congo and
Gabon joined forces under the name of Pan-African Forest
Certification (PAFC) Congo Basin, to develop a regional
certification system, made possible by a shared language
and similar forestry conditions.
We continued to focus our engagement on emerging sectors
such as construction, packaging and textiles, collaborating with
new partners and improving the way we work together. 2020
also saw a collaborative effort to increase our communications
effectiveness. Through a number of campaigns, we heard from
forestry workers, certified companies, nature photographers
and forest lovers from around the world, who shared with us
their stories and what forests meant to them. Together, and
through our members and stakeholders, we connect people
to the forest, so that they recognise the many benefits that
forests provide to a healthier and more sustainable world.

Experience Forests, Experience PEFC – 2020 Photo Contest Finalists
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