
Key Learnings

Useful links

Thanks to everyone who registered for our recent webinar – Certified Paper Packaging 
and the Circular Economy. We hope that you found it both insightful and stimulating. 
We thought it would be useful to summarise the webinar key learnings and to provide 
links to the materials referenced by our speakers.

 The principles of the circular economy should 
always be considered when planning your 
certified paper packaging strategy

 Specifying PEFC certified paper ensures that 
the raw material for your packaging is sourced 
from sustainably managed, renewable forests 
that is easily recycled

 Consider your wider business – is a closed loop 
model an option for your packaging?

 Is your existing packaging supplier PEFC 
certified? If so then ensure that you make use of 
the PEFC on pack logo. If not, encourage your 
supplier to achieve PEFC Chain of Custody 
certification.

 Paper is an extremely versatile material 
- innovations such as Sylvicta (from Arjo 
Wiggins) make it easy to substitute unnecessary 
plastic without any loss in functionality

 Developments in bio-barriers mean that plastic 
free, recyclable certified paper-based food 
packaging formats are now possible

 Incorporate Eco-Design in your packaging 
development – consider the environmental 
impacts at all stages of its lifecycle

 Collaboration is key! When planning new 
packaging initiatives, communicate openly 
with paper suppliers and waste management 
companies

 Legislation is being introduced to combat single 
use packaging. But don’t wait for this to review 
your packaging strategy, your customers expect 
more now.
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1. WHAT IS PEFC?
PEFC (Programme for Endorsement of Forest Certification) is an 

independent, not for profit organisation that offers a system to ensure you 

are buying sustainable wood fibre. This is achieved through two separate 

but linked processes – Sustainable Forest Management and Chain of 

Custody Certification.

PEFC is the largest scheme and over 260 million hectares of forest are 

certified to PEFC’s sustainable forest management standards. These 

certified forests supply more than 16,000 companies globally.

2. WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT (SFM)?
Sustainable forest management ensures the wood products you buy 

originate from forests managed in line with challenging environmental, social 

and economic requirements – balancing people, planet and profit.

This includes:

• Maintaining & increasing the health and vitality of forest ecosystems 

& biodiversity;

• Protecting ecologically important forest areas, wildlife, waterways & 

soil;

• Preventing unauthorised activities such as illegal logging;

• Promoting long term health and well-being of forest communities and 

their rights;

• Safeguarding areas which are important in meeting the basic needs 

of local communities;

• Complying with all fundamental ILO (International Labour 

Organisation) conventions such as safe working conditions.

3. PEFC CHAIN OF CUSTODY CERTIFICATION
To track timber or fibre from certified forests to your products a Chain of 

Custody certification (CoC) audit process is used. This demonstrates 

that each step of the supply chain – from the forest to the final product - 

has been closely monitored with independent auditing. This unbroken link 

is transparent proof that forest products such as packaging have been 

sourced from legally managed and certified forests.

4. DO CERTIFIED PRODUCTS COST MORE?
Certification should not necessarily result in a price premium. The best way 

to ensure this is to adopt an inclusive approach to procurement to avoid a 

monopoly situation. This means approving the two most robust schemes, namely 

PEFC and FSC. This flexibility combined with the large volumes PEFC provides 

should mitigate any price increases. The Consumer Goods Forum (CGF), 

Kellogg’s, John Lewis, Asda and many others adopt this approach already.

AN ADVISORY NOTE FOR RETAILERS
WOOD PRODUCTS CERTIFICATION - 
CURRENT ISSUES AND THE PEFC APPROACH

The demand for sustainable wood-based products has been increasing 
steadily in recent years. Governments around the world have recognised 
the need for action to tackle deforestation, and many signed up to the 
New York Declaration on Forests in September 2014. Deforestation 
is now at the heart of climate change policies. However, for retailers it 
is increasingly complex to ensure legality and sustainability due to the 
widespread use of wood-based products, potential cost implications 
and emerging public policy. Added to this there is a growing customer 
demand for action.

PEFC as the world’s largest and the best recognised timber 
certification scheme has produced this short Q&A to both inform and 
guide policy and procurement decision making.
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