
FORESTS: PROVIDING INNOVATIVE
SOLUTIONS TO GLOBAL CHALLENGES

PEFC UK ANNUAL STAKEHOLDER MEETING

The keynote speaker for this event will be Kai Lintunen, Head of 
International Communications at the Finnish Forest Association. Kai will
be talking about the forest bio-economy and exciting initiatives designed 
to provide new solutions for some current challenges. For example, as 
we seek to move to a low carbon future, UPM are developing a bio-diesel 
from pine oil as a replacement for fossil fuels. One of the other major 
challenges facing the world at present is the overuse of antibiotics. In 
traditional Finnish medicine, rosin has been recognised for centuries for 
its anti-inflammatory and wound healing properties. Recent research 
has demonstrated that the active compounds of rosin are resin acids, 
the natural defence mechanism of coniferous trees. It is produced as a 
co-product of pulp production and might well provide an alternative to 
antibiotics in the future.

One of the most pressing environmental problems facing the world today 
is the tons of plastic waste choking our oceans, lakes, and rivers and 
filling up landfill sites. It is not only harmful to marine life but damaging 
micro-fibres are finding their way into the seafood we eat and the water 
we drink. Unsurprisingly, consumers are increasingly rejecting single 
use plastics. Public awareness of plastics leakage into the environment 
increased significantly between 2016-18 (source: Google Trends on 
Plastic Waste). A February 2018 survey from The Grocer showed that 
almost 25% of UK consumers expressed “extreme concern” about plastic 
packaging in grocery.

So alternative packaging sources are likely to be in high demand. One 
of the initiatives in Waitrose’s recently launched ‘Unpacked’ concept was 
to remove the plastic from flowers and plants. In its trial store in Oxford, 
plastic wrap has been removed from all flowers and indoor plants and 
replaced with 100% recyclable, PEFC certified Kraft paper. Tom Hallam 

from Billerudkorsnäs will showcase some of the latest environmentally 
friendly, paper-based packaging products designed to replace packaging 
made from plastic.

Currently only 11% of the world’s forests are certified. When it comes 
to growing the global certified forest area, one of the most challenging 
issues that certification has faced is how we make certification more 
affordable for small forest owners, particularly in the developing world. In 
order to find solutions that reduce the audit costs for forest owners, PEFC 
has invested money, through its Collaboration Fund, to develop systems 
that use the latest technologies to improve monitoring within the forest. 
The aim of these pilot projects has been to improve forest health and 
smallholder access to certification. Rémi Sournia, PEFC International’s 
Development Manager will present the projects PEFC has invested in and 
report on PEFC’s progress in growing demand for forest certification in 
the developing world.

Finally, as 2019 is the 20th Anniversary of PEFC’s formation, Alun 
Watkins will be reviewing the organisation’s progress and looking to the 
future to see where the next 20 years might take us. Participants will then 
have an opportunity to quiz the speaker panel in a Q&A session which will 
bring the event to a close.

PEFC’s global reach is growing – with 51 national members – and in June 
2019, Thailand became the latest country to achieve PEFC endorsement 
of its national forest certification system.

This event should be of interest to CSR and procurement 
professionals trading in wood-based products including retailers, 
brand owners, contractors and PEFC-certified companies.

DATE: Thursday 3rd October 2019
TIME: 9.30am to 2.00pm
VENUE: NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS (NVCO)
ADDRESS: SOCIETY BUILDING, 8 ALL SAINTS STREET, LONDON N1 9RL

The deadline for registration is Friday 6th September 2019 but early registration 
is recommended as places are limited. RSVP to hilary.khawam@pefc.co.uk
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